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To the Lighthouse/Page 2

The plan of this book is roughly that it shall consist of three parts:
one, Mrs. Ramsay (?) sitting at the window: while Mr. R. walksup &
down in the dusk: the idea being that there shall be curves of
conversation or reflection or description or in fact anything, modulated
by his appearance & disappearance at the window: gradually it

shall grow later; the child shall go to bed: the engaged couple shall
appear: But this is all to be filled up as richly and variously as
possible. My aim being to find a unit wh for the sentence which

shall be less emphatic & intense than that in Mrs D: an everyday
sentence for carrving on the narrative easily. The theme of the Ist
part shall really contribute to Mrs. R's character: at least

Mrs. R’s character shall be displayed. but finally with in

conjunction with his. so that one gets an impression of their relationship:

To precipitate feeling, there should be a sense of waiting. of expectation:

the child waiting 10 go to the Lighthouse: the woman awaiting the
return of the couple.

2.) The passing of time. 1 am not sure how this is to be given: an
interesting experiment. showi giving the sense of 10 vears passing.
3.) This is the vovage to the Lighthouse.

Several characters can be brought in: the young atheist, the old
gentleman: the lovers: Episodes can be written on woman's
beauty: on truth: but these should be greater & less knobbly then
those in Mrs. D: making a more harmonious whole.

There need be no specification of date.

Sp——

Whether this will be long or short. 1 do not know. The dominating
_ s {impression
is to be of Mrs. R’s character. :
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Appendix A/'Notes for Stories’ Page 10

It strikes me that it might all end with a picture.
These stories about people would fill
half the book; & then the other thing would

loom up; & we should step into quitea

_ different place & people ? But what?*

Virginia Wouoit's last question seems to be answered by the notes
for To rhe Lighthouse which begin on the next page.
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